Gen. 28:10-22 Faith for the faithless
I. The faithfulness of God

A. Undeserved in its dispensation
B. Unwavering in its time frame 
II.        Misconception about God’s faithfulness: based on people, not places

III. The faith of Jacob

A. Faith is a gift of God – the visit





That enables us to hang our needs for comfort – 








food and clothes





and security – watch over me, return safely





on the invisible hook of God’s future providence

B. Result – trusting God with bigger issues – 

1. life commitment -Lord will be my God 

2. ministry commitment – build house of God

3. money commitment – give one tenth
Opening joke, pray that Jesus would be lifted up by my words and that He would take the bread of his word and distribute it among his people to encourage and convict in ways that only He can do.

How many people can say they are satisfied with their level of faith? How many people here can honestly say that the degree they trust the Lord for all things is perfect and they live a life of unwavering faith? If you are like me you are often frustrated with your lack of faith.  When you think about however long you have been on the journey of faith you are disappointed with how much you still struggle with trusting the Lord with your life, your ministry, your finances.  If you’re like me, concerns for your children’s safety and education, you’re effectiveness in your job, your longing for friends and family, and the stresses of life in an unpredictable country stretch the limits of your faith and you long for a greater trust and dependence on the Lord. 

No doubt many of you have read biographies about the great saints of old who trusted the Lord with a clearly supernatural faith. I think of George Mueller who asked no man for anything but trusted God for everything in prayer. His autobiography lists thousands of specific prayers all answered by God in perfect timing.  Without a predictable income he was able to run an orphanage that cared for hundreds of orphans as well as be the main supporter of Hudson Taylor’s efforts in China - all by faith in God’s ability to answer his prayers.  And we all know well the story of Daniel’s three friends who, without a moment of hesitation surrendered their bodies to be burned, knowing that God was able to save them.  When I read or hear about people like that I am left asking myself, “Why is my faith so small? I can’t even trust the Lord with my finances to be more generous. I can’t trust the Lord with my discomfort to invite more Indonesians over to my home.
The main point of my message to day is that the faithfulness of God builds the faith of his people. It is God’s faithfulness that both starts and sustains the faith of his people.


It is nothing short of miraculous the way the Lord Jesus reaches through time and space and touches the hearts of undeserving people and changes their lives, not because of what they have done, but in spite of what they have done.  Yesterday was the 12th  year anniversary of they day the Jesus opened my eyes and brought me into His kingdom. I had just entered college and I was looking forward to indulging in all the freedoms and hedonistic activities college life had to offer. I had also begun reading the bible, not for the purpose of devotion, but, budding intellectual that I was, I wanted to disprove the bible and be done with it so that I could get on with more lofty philosophical ponderings that were waiting to be discovered.  After reading the gospels and the book of Acts I had compiled a list of contradictions that would serve as ammunition for my cause.  On Nov. 19, 1993 the time finally came for me to confront thousands of years of Christian belief and then I would move on to other battles.  I was to meet with my roommate’s pastor to discuss my questions.  The showdown was at noon in the student union building.  But a funny thing happened. As we sat down at a table and I started firing off my bullets of disbelief my heart was the target receiving the shots. Each issue I raised and each question I asked was like I was receiving the blows of my own punches. Before long I was an incoherent, sobbing, drooling mess.  The word of God is indeed two edged and what I had intended to use as a weapon was now cutting into me, convicting me of my unbelief.  It was as if the Lord was saying, “Why are you trifling with the purity of my word. Every word of it is perfect. If you were to see the condition of your own heart next to the beauty of My revelation you would be completely undone. But here is the first glimpse of light to shine in your soul, ‘My  word  is  true.’” It was that one simple phrase that caused me to cry and kept me sobbing the rest of the day and into the night.  And that one experience has been like a fountain that I’ve continued to draw from all my Christian life.

And such was the experience of Jacob in Genesis 28. In this passage we learn 2 aspects of the faithfulness of God and 3 elements of the nature of faith. The essence of my message is this: the faithfulness of God builds the faith of his people.

First, let us look at the faithfulness of God. In verses 10-15 God revealed Himself to Jacob at a very pivotal time in his life. He had grown up in a home where deceit was modeled. His grandfather lied twice to preserve his safety and his father had lied in the same way as well. When Jacob was born he was given the name “deceiver” and through deception he stole his brother’s birthright and blessing. Now, in fear of his life he was leaving his home to start his own family. And then the Lord visits him and displays his faithfulness. 


The first aspect of his faithfulness is that it is UNDESERVED in DISPENSATION. V13

The second aspect of his faithfulness s that it is UNWAVERING in TIME FRAME. V15

BEHOLD THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. When he makes a promise, it IS INITIATED BY HIM, GARAUNTEED BY HIM, AND FULFILLED BY HIM. THERE IS NOTHING WE CAN DO TO EARN IT AND THERE IS NOTHING WE HAVE TO DO TO KEEP IT.

All of this is so overwhelming for Jacob he makes the mistake in thinking that there is something special in his location so he builds an altar and names the place “House of God” but he soon learns that the blessing of God is given on the basis of His faithfulness to people and is not tied to places.
Next we see three elements of faith through Jacob’s vow.  He basically says, “If God will meet my needs, I will be totally committed to Him. READ V20-22


Some years after I became a believer, maybe while I was doing college ministry in Colorado,  the Lord  reminded me of a vow I had made many years ago, even before I trusted the Lord. STORY about how when in high school I promised God to serve him the rest of my life if He cured me of acne.


As silly as that deal was, faith is a scary thing for most people and we want to get something from God before we trust Him. That’s why it’s so amazing whenever someone actually does trust the Lord. I believe that: FAITH IS A GIFT OF GOD, THAT ENABLES US TO HANG OUR NEEDS FOR COMFORT AND SECURITY ON THE INVISIBLE HOOK OF GOD’S FUTURE PROVIDENCE.

Lets look how this definition applies to Jacob:

First, it is a gift of God: God’s revelation of his plan to bless Jacob was the gracious enabling factor

Second, we hang up our needs for comfort and security: V20

Third, on the invisible hook of God’s future providence: V20 “If”


What does Jacob vow to be the result of a continued display of God’s faithfulness? Increased trust and commitment.  In other words, when he begins to trust the Lord with small things, God’s faithfulness enables him to trust the Lord with bigger things. Let’s look at the bigger things Jacob promises to trust the Lord with, which can serve as points of application for us:
First, his life: the Lord will be my God.


Faith is not a one time event. Some people have more dramatic conversion stories than others, but if faith is a journey, then how you finish is more important than how you start.  Don’t envy people with crazy testimonies, (EX paralyzed drug dealer who is healed) rather learn from saints who have lived a lifetime of unswerving commitment to Jesus.  And constantly renew your confession of faith in him.
Second, his ministry: some sort of permanent place of worship. 


Irony – stone of comfort used in the service of God, (EX – using your home as a place of ministry)
Third, his money, he will give a tenth.


The Lord has been dealing with my greedy heart in the area of money for all of my Christian life, and even more so living in Indonesia.  One thing I will say, especially to myself, that whether you like it or not all of you are very wealthy by Indonesian standards and if you are not in some way giving to the poor in this country then somehow an element of the gospel is missing from your life.


And the gospel is really what this story of Jacob is all about.  It’s about how Jesus reveals himself to weak and undeserving sinners.  How he opens their eyes and blesses their lives. How he helps us to take the heavy bags of our needs and hang them on his future providence. And as he is faithful we are enabled to continue to trust him with more and more.
